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CITY OF OAKLAND 

250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Suite 5313, Oakland, CA 94612-2034 
Department of Housing and Community Development 
Rent Adjustment Program 

TEL (510) 238-3721 
FAX (510) 238-6181
CA Relay Service 711 

NOTICE TO TENANTS OF THE RESIDENTIAL RENT ADJUSTMENT PROGRAM 

 Oakland has a Rent Adjustment Program (“RAP”) that limits rent increases (Chapter 8.22 of the Oakland

Municipal Code) and covers most residential rental units built before 1983.  For more information on

which units are covered, contact the RAP office.

 Starting on February 1, 2017, an owner must petition the RAP for any rent increase that is more than the

annual general rent increase (“CPI increase”) or allowed “banked” rent increases. These include capital

improvements and operating expense increases. For these types of rent increases, the owner may raise your

rent only after a hearing officer has approved the increase. No annual rent increase may exceed 10%. You

have a right to contest the proposed rent increase by responding to the owner’s petition. You do not have

to file your own petition.

 Contesting a Rent Increase: You can file a petition with the RAP to contest unlawful rent increases or

decreased housing services. To contest a rent increase, you must file a petition (1) within ninety (90) days

of the notice of rent increase if the owner also provided this Notice to Tenants with the notice of rent

increase; or (2) within 120 days of the notice of rent increase if this Notice to Tenants was not given with

the notice of rent increase. If the owner did not give this Notice to Tenants at the beginning of your

tenancy, you must file a petition within ninety (90) days of first receiving this Notice to Tenants.

Information and the petition forms are available from the RAP drop-in office at the Housing Assistance

Center: 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 6th Floor, Oakland and at:

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/hcd/o/RentAdjustment.

 If you contest a rent increase, you must pay your rent with the contested increase until you file a petition.

If the increase is approved and you did not pay the increase, you will owe the amount of the increase

retroactive to the effective date of increase.

 Oakland has eviction controls (the Just Cause for Eviction Ordinance and Regulations, O.M.C. 8.22)

which limit the grounds for evictions in covered units. For more information contact the RAP office.

 Oakland charges owners a Rent Program Service Fee per unit per year. If the fee is paid on time, the

owner is entitled to get half of the fee from you. Tenants in subsidized units are not required to pay the

tenant portion of the fee.

 Oakland has a Tenant Protection Ordinance (“TPO”) to deter harassing behaviors by landlords and to give

tenants legal recourse in instances where they are subjected to harassing behavior by landlords (O.M.C.

8.22.600). (City Council Ordinance No. 13265 C.M.S.)

 The owner ___ is ___ is not permitted to set the initial rent on this unit without limitations (such as

pursuant to the Costa-Hawkins Act).  If the owner is not permitted to set the initial rent without limitation,

the rent in effect when the prior tenant vacated was __________.

TENANTS’ SMOKING POLICY DISCLOSURE 

 Smoking (circle one) IS or IS NOT permitted in Unit___________, the unit you intend to rent.

 Smoking (circle one) IS or IS NOT permitted in other units of your building. (If both smoking and non-smoking units

exist in tenant’s building, attach a list of units in which smoking is permitted.)

 There (circle one) IS or IS NOT a designated outdoor smoking area. It is located at ___________.

I received a copy of this notice on _____________________  ___________________________ 

   (Date) (Tenant’s signature) 

此份屋崙 (奧克蘭) 市租客權利通知書附有中文版本。請致電 (510) 238-3721 索取副本。  
La Notificación del Derecho del Inquilino está disponible en español. Si desea una copia, llame al (510) 238-3721. 
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